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Does it matter which side I carry my board on ?

— = — — - = IF wone cam believe i thos time argumd

) . ; . g - things god started behind the paper

cutter at Kinko's, | simeck up a
conversation with this guy named Kip
and fownd out he'd been teaching
surfing for stxteen yeors nnd nuns a
eombe surf school and beach camp
cialled Kanoa Aquatics. "Koocl' |
thowght, perfect story subject, . .and
Just mnyvibe | could pick up & faw
pointers on ke cheap,

The next time | saw Eip on Saturday
maoming he hog come pp leme,
benched, beachsd, on the DL list with a broken fimb to be wrapped up for six weeks, When 1 saw all the staf thar
needed unpacking from the van |god a lintle suspicious, bt aller checking the cast for zippers | guess | was okay
with that -tall doring o Strand run- story.

Anvway, | really wanted 1o see Tiow surfing was fouglyf since my own skills
e S trving 1o rise shove the reeang of friends whe had goiten their
Christrnas brards o couple of vear earfier than me. T met instructors Dira
Harrisan anel John Plilbas and fo this case ‘those who ean | teach,' Do
Harrisen gained fame ps Boyvs Champ, Jr. Mens Champ, and eventually
Mers Champ. He's further distinguished by holding the titke as the first
number one rated pro suster i the history of the sport. 18 owr Dave had
showed upe to take the piteres | could point vou iooone, bl als voll have
b brzst me thist beewas skillfolly walking the plank more than onee th
rnotning. Bur | did gec Joha on film reaching the moves, Now you may
recognize him, | did when 1zaw him in persen. He's been in s few movics
including Pomt Break and Spielberg's Amazmg Stories, bul manages o keep
neir the shore between gigs,

Bad tan lirm in the making.
Powy Johia 05 onee ol thass guyvs destined 10 be g moeod did "cause he's patient.

comceried and just & great teacher. You Know the type, always finds something to complinmnt and when tings ain'i
conctly night, seyvs "think of @ this way, " [ stack with him because while Dre was already in the drink with the
second besson guys, John was witl a first timer.

He first asked the
newemer "L von sk
o snowiaara " pre-
sumably because seme
maves are similar, Adfber
getting ncowainted he went
over a fesw safery Bips; e
fAlandy fa feoan af vore hegd
wiietE Yo Fe o dowe,
LLaver Poure Read wilk
Jeinar favrals whar 1o come
v, o Boed wsanaie cowney back foward pen, " O somsone else’s., that's atip 1 still employ on oo bosy weekend
morning. John went an 0 explain some things that surfers instinctively know, but rarely qoantify *._ paaaiing i
2% of surfing., . dhe deeper and more under the board you paddle the better,” s well as other little 1id-bits,

Jabin then siarted the pop-up Iraining atfenbively eritiguing pesiures ond foom from sl sides, He calmed some over-
cagerness with: ... people pof oo much pressure on demselves to pop up, Keep your center of gravity low.” Preity
sooi afber that they were ofT ta the real thing, 1 was impressed, My way of t2aching (ihe co-werker who finds cut 1
have am extra board) has always beon: "Here, stay away from evervbody and dea't snap it ary board ' O the other

Mow for those wondering, our title question wasn't made up. While Jobn responded politels 1 scrambled for a peneil
b capture thet classic, Well, someore's got to live east of the 405 Anyhow, twao hoor lessons i on adull group go
for 340, private lessons are alse available. In both cases, boards and
witalits are provided. Along thase lines, [ alwayvs Ggured sudents g
thoss foam tvpe boards spodey couldn'l tweak a good one. but &ip has
ot hoth kKinds and pointed oul that a Styrefoam board is | pound
density per squane oot ve, & resular board ac 215 1bs, per sqears foot
demaity, thal makes it sofler (saler) and more buowvani Tor studends,

The next time | visited kanea it was beach camp tme, Now P'm eeally
thankfil T got a chance to shoot a bow & arrow and sert pinecenes
wihen | wasa kid, but beach camp is where U'm going the next ffme
arcumed. Lotz of them have sprouted up i the South Bay, the perfieci
doy care | guess, Kanoa's ase held in bwo wesk sessions through
September that stard daily ol 8:002m and go te 2:00pm for kids from 5
b L7 yesara ald,

Kanoa has been domg beach camp for four years now and Kip takes
pride in mare than fust miving kids tovs and letting them run loose.
Inztroetor and lifegnard Dave explained and Kip emphasized that
Koanea tepches water safety, bench knowledge and etiqueste. 1 got
equite a laugh when | caught Dave deening parentally over some kids
saying: "don’t play with the jellvfish.” Al to be that young, I'm
rallin',

Kip lerger. a certified ocean liteguard himaell who geds around the
wiarkd o Lot {and joked he's soon beaded fo Hawaii for o vacation)
beoupht & couple of Mew Zealand guards back as instractors foc the
surmmer. Brendun and Llovd are enjoving their first visit o the states
and escape from winter in Mew Zealand where they lifeguard 2 Piha
heach. This beach spparently his super dimgeroes combiton changes
syhere rip tides forcs moves of thousands of swimmers at cne tme.
They' seemed npto the sk, When we wers talking | gotmare than 2
couple of "no worrigs” from Brendan and asked him if he was from
the villey or something, he laughed. The heavy sceent just proved

Mew Zealand i= really close to that Crocodile Dundee coantry like ny
six veqrs of high school tught me

Besides being jusd pleaty qualified, iastructors get 1o join inon the
mayhem. From the water they mowed ta the sand for a litle vollevball
wnel o fvely garne af dodpe ball whene I heard Llowd ask the fikes wly
they kept picking on him. [t apparendly was some Kind of eliminadion
garne ancl Lioyd was the kids' Bvarile target and alwavs the first e be
thrown off the istand {yeah, I'm watching that.) Hey Llowd, we no
speakad gueen’s English here!l Welsome o the ‘hood,

Oy, mebmittedly it a nice Tood wnd 1 got an overdus story, met lots
of nice folks and didn't have to o to the librey woresearch anything.
Adlin all, prevy dang goed, but still... wop-zblz! Tums s Kanoa will
be tenching surfing o the Blind mid July i conjunction with the

Braille Institute, Think of thae!! IFP'm going @ warch the ten o'clock

newes I'd like 10 sec them lead with that story instead of owell, soa
ko,

Lastly, we wish a speedy recovery o Kip whe's got be suffering nol
being able to bhreak up the break for ancther four weeks, Hey Kip,
keep that thing cutside the shower cortain and 70 will all ba over seon
enough.
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